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From Trinidad they went to La Margarita and in a port of that
island (he does not know what port it was) they found two ships,
empty and without sails or anybody on board, which ships they
left, taking only a cable. From there they went to Caracas1 and
came upon a little ship which ran from them to land. The (p. 12)
captains boarded and found two women and a boy and a little
negro and some oil and wine. They took the ship but presently
released her. They kept twenty or thirty demijohns of wine.
From Caracas they proceeded to Cabo de la Vela and there at
the pearl fisheries took the vessel he has mentioned. She carried no
cargo, only stones. They stood off the town of Rio de la Hacha but
could capture none of the pearl canoes which they found under
water with holes bored to sink them. Off Rio de la Hacha, in the
harbour, they seized a vessel which had come from Spain. It had
already unloaded. The commander sent deponent on shore to bid
the people give him twenty casks of water. He would provide the
casks. In consideration of the water he would release the ship, sails
and all. They would not give him the water so they removed the
sails and cordage and burned the vessel.
From Rio de la Hacha they went to Santa Marta. The commander
already knew that there were seven pieces of artillery there. They
approached the port and drew fire. Two shots struck the ship.
There were only two ships then because one had been separated
from them by storm off Caracas and the other also (p. 13) was driven
off by storm at Rio de la Hacha and they saw neither of these ships
afterwards.
They left Santa Marta and came coasting along to Sand Islands
Point and there came upon two little English ships. Deponent
estimates that one is about 50 tons burden and the other 30.
The people aboard of these little ships bade deponent's commander
come aboard for they wanted to talk, and they told him they had
caused a ship carrying oil and wine to run aground there. Deponent
does not know what else they told him.
The smallest of these two little vessels struck some rocks and sank
presently. Those on board put off in their boat and went to the
other ship, their consort.
While deponent's commander was aboard with them they sent a
messenger to land to bid the people there send somebody out to
the ship to parley. He pledged his word to let such a messenger
return to shore. They had a white flag in the boat and on land saw
only three or four mounted men. About ten men landed from his
1 Caracas is and always has been an inland city. Cf. Document No. Qjpost. GOTO?